One Student’s Journey with Accreditation:

Learning the Difference between Accredited and Non-Accredited Universities

By Joanne Mumley

When called to ministry in Pastoral Care I knew that I needed to go to seminary.  Being naïve about accreditations and seminaries, I attended a local Christian Bible College and Graduate Center.  This educational institution was non-accredited regionally or nationally.  This means that it did not meet the standards and did not apply for accreditation with the regional or national accreditation agencies.  Now I am back in college again, attending an accredited college and will be attending an accredited seminary in the summer of ’09.  Needless to say, it’s been challenging in all realms.
During my CPE units I’ve met other interns who are attending or attended non accredited bible colleges or seminaries.  They soon find that they are called to pastoral care and want to venture towards a vocation in chaplaincy.  Their disappointment comes when they realize they have to return to college or seminary to attend an accredited institution.  I was required to return to college but the journey has been more than I could have imagined.
I’ve guided other interns and chaplains to identifying a college or seminary’s accrediting status.  Doing a search through your college or seminary website, you usually can find the regional and national accreditation agency websites.  When looking online at your seminary or bible college’s website beware, they may be at an affiliation standing placement or a member of a private state college, this is still not full accreditation. 
There is one national accreditation agency and (6) regional accreditation agencies.  They are the Council of Higher Education Association (www.CHEA.org), which I used most and consider the “mother lode” because it carries all the regional agency information.  CHEA lists professional associations.  The regional six are as follows: 

Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools
www.css.msa.org
New England Association of Schools and Colleges
www.neasc.org
North Central Association of Colleges and Schools
www.ncacihe.org
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
www.sacs.org
Western Association of Schools and Colleges
www.acswasc.org
Others of interest may be:

The Association for Biblical Higher Education
www.abhe.org
Association of Theological Schools
www.ats.edu
Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and Schools
www.tracs.org
The Association of Advanced Rabbinical and Talmudic Studies
www.aarts.com
There are numerous professional associations listed such as the Association of Clinical Pastoral Education (www.acpe.edu).  The Department of Education (www.ed.gov) provides access to the master list of accredited colleges.  However, CHEA seem to be the easiest to access.
Degree.net. (www.degree.net) is another site that offers an accreditation guide listing the differences between the regional accrediting agencies, professional accreditation agencies and CHEA.  It compares the differences between Generally Accepted Accreditation Practices (GAAP) and Non-GAAP listings.  It also gives examples of non-GAAP histories and why they are fake or phony.  It provides information about the accrediting process describing red flags to look for when choosing a seminary or college.  It lists the professional agencies by disciplines such as the Arts, Business, Law, etc.
It is my hope that others will get the information they need while looking towards Board Certification.
Joanne Mumley has completed four units of CPE towards her path to Board Certification.  She is currently finishing her Bachelors at Liberty University an accredited college and will begin seminary in Orlando Florida at an accredited seminary.  She is living in the Orlando area.
